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LETTERS WRITTEN BY MR. MORAY, A MINISTER TO 
SR. R. MORAY, 1 PROM WARE DIVER IN MOCK- 
JACK BAY, VIRGINIA, FEB. 1, 1665. 2 

read Mar. 28. 66 
entd L. B. 1 241 
I am disappointed at this time of some rarities of stone, min- 
erals and mettals, whereof I writ to you before, and was promised 
by a gentleman of good esteem here, but you may have them any 
other time as conveniently. He is above 100 miles distant from 
me, up upon the freshes, at the falls of the mountains ; and there 
is but seldom occasion of meeting with him. But I shall not be 
wanting to take all occasions herein, to serve you. I writ to you 
before of those bals or irons, for heating liquors, for brewing or 
distilling in barrels, and desire, that according to that letter you 
would satisfy me therein, [and buy 2' or 3 of them if they will be 
so far usefull as to save the charge of coppers, to distill or brew in] 
And I desire further, that you would procure me, the easiest and 
best receipt for making common white salt; and how they make 
bay salt at Rochel in France, for, salt is very dear here, and what 
else you can recommend to me for any thing worth improving 
here ; I would willingly be at the Charges, to improve art and 
vertue. I have planted here already ten thousand mulberry trees, 
and hope, w%in 2 or 3 years to reap good silk of them. I have 
planted them in an extraordinary way, w ch advances them 2 or 3 
years growth, in respect of being sown in seed; and they are now, 
at writing hereof all holding good, in bud and herbs; although this 
has been a very long and bitter winter with us, much longer and 
colder than ever I did find it in Scotland or England. I intend 
likewise to plant them all, as if they were currans or goosberries, so 
thick as in hedges, whereby one man may gather as many herbs, as 



iSir Robert Moray or Murray, born about 1600, died 1673, was one 
of the founders of the Royal Society. He was the son of Sir Mungo 
Moray of Craigie in Perthshire. 

tRoyal Society MSS., M. I. 36a. Extract only in Transactions I, 
No. 12. 
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otherwise planted in trees at distance 4 persons may doe. For 
expedient is the benefit of this trade, and having discoursed of 
this new way to all here, they may inclinable to this way, consider- 
ing the planting their trees, as before, at distance, and let- 
ting them grow high, has been the only obstruction of that work 
hitherto, and the losse of their time and gain : For being in hedges 
they will be always young tender plants and herbs, and early be 
cut in a great quantity w th a pair of sissers : and yet I intend, at 
more leasure, a better way, w ch is to sow some Acres with mul- 
berry seed, and cut it with a sith, [and to keep it ever under]. 
I have bethought also of a new way, for a few hands to serve many 
worms, and that more cleanly, than before: w ch also will be a 
means, w'hout more trouble or pains, to separate unwholesome 
worms from healthfull, and by w ch a great many more may be kept 
in a room, than otherways upon shelves as is usual here, and how 
to kill worms with expedition, w ch here is a great difficulty, they 
lying sometimes 3 or 4 daies in the sun, before they dye, and 
bring many inconveniencies upon those, who have endevored the 
work, but of those things, as my experience shall confirm me, I 
shall afterwards inform me more at large. I have sown a little 
French barley and rice seed, and have thought on a way of pre- 
paring them for the marchant, as they are to be, but if you inform 
me, how they are prepared, you may save me some labor, if you 
can procure me any coffee in husks, or any thing else of com- 
modities, from the Straits to try here, you will oblige me : its like 
that some of those marchants that are of yr Society, who keep a 
correspondency there, may help you hereto. By the latter ships, 
I intend to send you a new sort of sweet sented Tobacco, w ch yet 
I have not had time to have emproved, and having none to do any 
thing, but myself and another friend, whom I brought along with 
me to keep me Company, but afterwards I shall send it w th its 
propertie, and leave it to yr censure. 3 

Your Last by M r fouls about 10 days agoe I received: which 

Hn the catalogue — said to be a copy by Mr. Oldenburg. 
*Royal Society MSS., M. I. 37. 
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argued no less your mindfulness in writing to me, then your re- 
spect, in requiring my advise in such concerns, truly my obliga- 
tions to you, should have made me adventure any thing, for you* 
friends good: but I hope he is so much happier, by reeomendation 
to others, upon whom he is now cast himself ; that he is altogether 
out of my way of serving him : being gon into another Eiver : and 
relying on great mens promises. I have ordered you a token of 
Tobaco by a former ship, and 4 letters: and by the Duke of York, 
whereof Cap : James is Commander, you may expect my wiffe and 
another token; she will sail hence about 5 weeks: had not this 
last year, been so fatal to me, and to all this Country, I should 
have been able to have acquitted my self, of part of those great 
ingagements but by the great gust, and my familys passage, and 
the death of several of my family, and the death of my cattel, 
and now my wyfs return for England again: I have lost above 
twenty thousand weight of Tobaco, too much saving Gods pleasur, 
for a beginner : but I hope en a year or two : to recruit a litle. my 
wyfe, will acquaint you of my endevors; and what hopefulness of 
providing settlement, of my own: to let free, from being 
Chargeable to the Gospel, if I could once procure two or three men 
servants more. I have by Gods blessing a Considerable stok of 
Cattle left, about 20 head of Cattle and 3 mares, yong & old and 
30 hogs and 3 or 4 servants : and I am now upon seating som land 
of my own, with my servants, and provided above a 1000 fruit 
[p. 2] trees to plant upon it and after I have setled it, 
I intend to return for England: which may be in the 
spring following this nixt spring: with a designe of recomend- 
ing, to our Country men a settlement and plantation to the South- 
ward of this : which may be the hopefullest busseness, yet hes been 
aimed at. as here after I shall have better occasion to acquaint 
you, and how farr I have with many of our Country men here, 
proceeded therein: and made discoveries for the same: being the 
hopefullest place in the world. I should think my self very happy 
in living in this Country : being so pleasant, so fertil & so plenti- 
ful a country: but that the emulations, and differences betwixt 
us and the English, not only givs discouragement but that when wee 
have occasion, we meet with many disapointments in justice, both 
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for securing states [ ?] & persons & our peace : however we must 
take the bitt and the busket with it, and they tell us, we are like 
the jews, we thrive being crost: I hope our afflictions work for our 
good: for they make us spare, and ther prosperity make them 
spend so as generally the condi°n betwixt the English and us, 
is not farr different as to outward things, many of our Country 
men, living better then ever ther forfathers, and that from so 
mean a beginning as being sold slavs here, after hamiltons engage- 
ment and Worster fight are now herein great masters of many 
servants themselfs: my zeal for my Country; oversways all things 
else with me nixt the Gospel, and I hope ther is no true Country 
man will be wanting when occasion may serv for a good endevor 
micat ut sol inclyta virtus; he who is altogether self he is but as 
the beast, he is born a beast, he livs a beast, he dies a beast, and 
forgot as a beast: but the righteous and vertous shall be had in 
everlasting remembrance and he that will be discourag[ed * * * 
be] cause of difficulties is worse then the beast: which fears nothing 
to attain its designe. Difficilia quae pulchra, says the pro- 
verb. And wee must not expect by dalliance and daintes 
to attain them dulcia non meruit qui non gustavit amara: 
you have been venturing all your lyfe, but I think the greatest ven- 
ture is your Court venture: which so many fondly affect, and 
blindly, if they Considerd procul a jove procul a fulmine: ther is 
no quiet, lyk to the desart: qui bene latuit bene vigit: Could a 
publick good, consist with a hermetik condi°n, I should prefere it 
before all others, but the nixt to it which is the settling in a 
wilderness of milk and honey: non can know the sweetness of it: 
but he that tasts it: one ocular inspection, one aromatik smel of 
our woods : one hearing of the consert of our birds in those woods 
would affect more then a 1000 reported stories let the authors be 
never so readible. I doubt I am tedious now for my former brevity. 
I recomended in my last unto you a gentleman Col Willes my pa- 
rishoner and friend : with whom being conversant you may satisfie 
yourself of those phylosophick speculations, and Quyries you re- 
comended to me, and for furtheT satisfaction, I shall en- 
devour it at my return. Thus recomending my all, unto you as 
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unto its own: for tho circulation in logick be had: yet in affec- 
tion and blood its as natural and good so I rest 

Y rs or not my own 
Alex 1- Moray 
from my house in Ware Eiv. in 
Mockjack bay in Virginea Jun. 12 1665. 
My wyf desires to present her Service 
unto you until she attend on you herselfe 
[Addressed on the back] 

for 

S r Robert Moray 

at the Earl of Lauderdales 

Lodgings in the ston Gallery 

in Whithall 

London 

these 



